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18.11.1995

Dear Mrs Zhu Yufang ,
| met Mrs Alison Lewis the other day and she told

me that she had met you in Kunming and that you were the late Rev .
Zhu Huanzhang' s daughter . | am absolutely delighted to be in touch
with you because | had such a high regard for your father . He was a
wonderful man .

Let me introduce myself . My father was the Rev . Harry
Parsnos [ Zhang Daohui ] . He and my mother were colleagues of the
Rev . Samuel Pollard and lived at Shimenkan from 1904 until 1911 .
Then when Pollard died in 1915 , they came back to Shimenkan until
1926 . They both spoke Miao very fluently and my mother did a lot of
work among the Miao Women and girls . They both travelled to many of
the villages . My father built the first church and then the house where
the missionaries lived , — the first one you come to after coming up the
stone steps . He also built the Leper Home and the Orphanage and
introduced potatoes and lots of fruit trees .

My twin brother Rve . Keith Parsons [Zhang Shaogiao] and |
[Zhang Jigiao] were born in Zhaotong in 1916 and lived at Shimenkan
until were ten with our parents .We both spoke Miao fluently . | returned
to China in 1940 as a missionary but was sent to Hankow and was
interned by the Japanese in Shanghai until the end of 1945 . After going
on furlough 1 returned to Yunnan with my wife and baby girl at the
beginning of 1947 . | was appointed to the Chuan Miao Circuits |,
Niupokan and Wangwuzhai and lived at Shimenkan . But the house that
my father had built fell down and | had to build one for ourselves and
Miss Cowles. So we did not move from Zhaotong to Shimenkan until the
beginning of 1949 . | travelled among the Hua Miao a lot , and could
speak to them in Miao and worked with your father in the school as
chaplain . He was the Headmaster .
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He was the natural leader of the Miao . | do want to know
more about him so that | can write up his biography and future
generations will know about him . As far as | know he graduated at the
West China University in Chengdu in 1935 . In 1946 he went to Nanjing
as the KMT representative of the Miao . In 1950 when all the
missionaries were having to leave , he was ordained a minister and | have
two photos of him . Sadly he died in 1955 . Is this correct ? | wonder if
you would mind telling me a bout your family . I’ m sorry | don’ t
remember your Mother and the members of the family . If you haven’ t
got the photos when he was ordained , I will send you copies .

Of course | remember all the ministers , Revs . Wu Zhonglie ,Li
Zhengbang , Yang Mingqging , Zhang hongyou and Zhang Mingca . |
made a Miao / English dictionary with Mr Wang Mingji and now we can
print the Miao Script on a computer . Enclosed is a copy of a letter of
greeting my bother sent out with Alison” s party . It was addressed to
Shimenkan , but we meant it for all the Miao .\We were very sorry that we
were unable to come .

| have often wondered what happened to Mr Yang Yungsin and
Mr Yang Yungsien and the other teachers . Also Mr Wang Mingji .

My parents had a great love for the Miao , a love which we still
have . As | say, it is wonderful to have found you . | was in the party that
came to Kunming four years ago and was thrilled to meet the Rev . and
Mrs Zhang Xianzhou , - | remember when he was ordained in 1948 , -
Mr Henry Wu , Miss Ruby Ho and others at Zion Church .

| apologise for writing in English .

Greetings in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ .
Yours sincerely ,

2 /:/
Kusss il § ango

Rev . P . Kenneth Parsons
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